which had just happened to him, or if they were given a faithful report of it, what would they think of it ? Would they think that Wazemmes ought to be pleased with him-• self, or not so pleased, or rather angry with himself ?
Unquestionably he had enjoyed a physical pleasure, which at one moment had been intense. But in the first place, in this particular form, it had not been a complete revelation to the young man; and, besides, Wazemmes was not one of those people who are able, in the twinkling of an eye, to construct an immense, hazy castle of emotions and ideas around a sensation. He was not even capable of thinking very strongly about his experience. His mind fastened rather upon circumstances, upon whatever agreeable or disagreeable elements they might possess.
The pleasure which he recalled, therefore, could not prevent him from being perplexed about the quality, good or bad, of his adventure. What a pity it was that things had turned out like that 1 If, at this moment, Wazemmes had lost his virginity, in the ordinary way, without any possible discussion, he could surrender himself to a sense of triumph. For could he dream about having lost it in better conditions - that fine woman in her expensive dressing-gown; that well-furnished room; that view over the gardens, which the curtains soon shut out, but which you remembered; those books ; and not the smallest hint of a demand for money ?
But, to be quite frank about it, he had not lost it. Was that his own £ault ? Had he been wanting, at a given moment, in some display of initiative, some piece of audacity, which might possibly be within " the rules " of his sex ? Had he not, by that mere fact, made himself ridiculous ? Perhaps he had led the lady to believe that he was too young for such performances. Had she, perhaps, treated him like a child, whom you do not like to get rid of without giving him a sweet - which was in itself tantamount to relegating him to the vices of childhood ?
It was true that she had given him an appointment for the day after to-morrow. How was he to act the day after

